
The new French team : which defence policy ?  

1) President Holland and the Chicago 
context  

2) The campaign defence pledges  

3) The challenge to the French defence 
budget  

4) France and the Nato unfinished 
reforms  

5)  A Nato next issue ?   US and Russia 
tactical nuclear reductions  ?  

 

 



 

Share of US deployed forces: 

Europe 1990: 67%  2011: 26% 

Asia       1990 26%  2011: 24% 

Irak/Afghanistan/Middle East  

2011:   48%  

US forces deployed 

1990 461 000 

2011 309 000 

(Irak 46 000) 

(Afghanistan 99 000)  



 the new government priorities 

1) Review of LPM 2012- 2017: « military spending will share the overall  
cuts needed for rebalancing the budget ». 

2) « Maintain nuclear deterrence » 

3) « No change on NATO presence »  

4)  European Defence / UK-France cooperation  

5) Afghanistan  

 « To cease the combat role in Afghanistan by the end of 2012 » 
(instead of 2013)  

  Continuation of  formation/assistance to ANA   

 Logistics of evacuation of 3400 men 1200 armoured vehicles 14 
helicopters 1600 containers  

4) Policy of non proliferation : Iran / Middle East 

5) Sahel,  « Arab awakening » and Africa  

6) Piracy  /Somalia   
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the defence reform timetable  

2008 

RGPP 

Livre 
blanc 

Annonces 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Lancement de bases de 
défense pilotes 

Mise en place des 
nouvelles structures 

centrales 

Mise en place du plan de stationnement cible : fermetures, transferts  et densification de sites 

    Mise en place progressive des bases de défense 

Rationalisation des fonctions d’administration et de soutien général 
et alignement sur l’effectif cible  

Début des restructurations 

Regroupement sur 
Balard  ? 

2015 
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